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			Alex Ripa Named Brown University Fencing Head Coach
		

				

					

		

					

		
				
						
					
			
						
				
			PROVIDENCE, R.I. – Alex Ripa, an assistant coach for Brown the last three seasons and the owner of the Rhode Island Fencing Academy and Club, has been named the fencing head coach at Brown University, Bears’ Director of Athletics Jack Hayes announced on Thursday.

“Alex Ripa has demonstrated success as an assistant coach at Brown over the last three years and is ready to take on a greater role with the program,” Hayes said. “We are thrilled to elevate him into the head coach position.”

As an assistant coach at Brown, Ripa helped guide All-American Simon Jones ’16, five NCAA qualifiers, and two All-Ivy performers in 2014-15 while mentoring the NFC Men’s Player of the Year, Barrett Weiss ’15, and the NFC Women’s Rookie of the Year, Clarissa Allen ’18. In 2015-16, he coached Jones as a repeat NCAA All-American and Umar Masood ’19 as the NFC Men’s Rookie of the Year. During the 2016-17 season, he helped Masood make his debut as an NCAA qualifier.

“I would like to thank Jack Hayes, as well as Bridgette Cahill and the entire selection committee at Brown, for naming me head men’s and women’s fencing coach,” Ripa said. “I am honored by their confidence in me and excited to contribute my experience to this marvelous team of student-athletes. I’ve been overwhelmed by the support I’ve received and am looking forward to many years of Brown fencing success.”

A former assistant coach at Harvard University from 2009-13, Ripa helped the Crimson make multiple appearances in the NCAA Championships and guided numerous student-athletes to All-America honors.

Ripa presently coaches successful international competitors, members of the U.S. Cadet and Junior World Teams, and Ivy League and NCAA champions. His students hold international rankings and top positions in the U.S. national point standings.

Ripa holds coaching certifications through the United States Fencing Association and the United States Fencing Coaches Association, which is recognized by the Academie d’Armes Internationale.

His coaching philosophy centers on athlete individuality, and he has created a remarkably successful physical and mental fencing training program that succeeds in producing champions in life, as well as in fencing.

Originally from Portsmouth, R.I., Ripa graduated from the Massachusetts College of Art in 1995.

Press release link:  http://www.brownbears.com/sports/c-fence/2016-17/releases/20170629l2919j
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							Fencing is a sport of passion and precision, and for two decades, Rhode Island Fencing Academy owners Alex and Jill Ripa have shared their love and knowledge with thousands of students, some of whom have risen to the highest levels of this perennial Olympic sport.
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